Washington, D.C. 
May 31, 1898 


My dear Elizabeth 


We received your letters of April 18th and 24th a few days ago and I assure you they 
were read with great delight. I have mailed the letters to your friends as you directed and 
will save the clippings for now. I was also glad to get the letters from the children. I can 
make good use of them as the women are always interested in them and it helps to make 
our work in far away Alaska more real to them. It takes so long to hear from you that 
sometimes I might wonder if it were not all a dream. (with the righteous of the good 
Church thrown in) had I not seen and known your dear substantial self. What a time you 
are having with that tormenting Priest. 


We will hope he will tire out after a while when he sees that he can not accomplish 
anything and leave you alone. I have waited a few days before writing you thinking I 
might be the bearer of good news, but greatly to my disappointment I must give you quite 
the contrary. In spite of our efforts Judge Woodford is to be sent back to Unalaska. We 
feel very badly, but could not help it. It will be hard for you, but do the best you can 
Dear. 


Do not let them come into the home with you. They may try to do this as they sold their 


"Officially", but when Mrs. Leller?? and I were talking about it she though I had better 
mention it to you also. If your find them pleasant - I am glad you have Mr. and Mrs. 
Ferguson with you. Am sorry you are to leave Mrs. Luttle. I fear I will not see Miss 
Sowle but if she comes East I may do so. 


I will make every effort to do so. As Ada is to live in a civilized country after she returns 
from Alaska. I am greatly in hope to make the acquaintance of herself and husband at no 
far distant day. You will be "at Rome" before very long, and they can come and visit us. 

We would like very much to? accept your invitation to visit you, but fear the long ocean 

voyage could be more than Mr. McDowell could stand. 


After your present engagement expires, may we not have something to say about where 
and how your after - life shall be spent? 


At least will you not let us know before you decide any future engagements? Is this 
asking to much of our daughter? 


Please let me know as soon as you can whether the "New York Advea?? and the 
"Christian Herald" have come to the house. They have been mailed every week and the 
ladies sending them are anxious to know if they reach you. I have told them we could not 


hear for a long time, but as they have sent them every week since early last winter - they 
began to fear they do not reach you. 


I think we will know by the next mail. All were sent in care of the N.A.C. - Seattle- the 
little box, letters & papers. 


Mrs. Beiler is busy packing up. Dr. Beiler has resigned his place as Vice Chancellor of 
the university and taken a church in New York City. They will leave Washington in a 
week or two. We are sorry to loose them. Mrs. Beiler has been away the most of the time 
since she has been able to work. She spoke at our conference in March and last week she 
lectured to women only. This is about all we have had of here. 


By the way I must not forget to tell you about the singing books - I was arranging for 
them when Mrs. Beiler returned and she think they had better be sent - from San 
Francisco - as the freight will be less. She will attend to it - so I think you will get them 
before long. Mr. McDowell has not been well for several weeks, but is better now. 

He will write you soon. How I wish you were where we could see you. Your father 
wishes for you so often and we will not have him very long. I must close as I have 
already used my eyes longer than I ought to have done. 

Give my love to Ada and Mrs. Rish?? , Mrs. Teller wished to be remembered to you all. 
I am so glad of your letters dear one. You were so good to write so often. I cannot tell 


you how much I appreciate your loving and thoughtfulness. 


God bless and keep you. Lovingly from mother, Anna C. McDowell. 


Transcribed by: Dale C. Maley 
Judith K. Wells 


November 22, 2023. 
Letter is from Mary Elizabeth Mellor (1873-1962) to Anna C. McDowell (1840-1910) 


Copies of original letter is shown below. 
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